@ h:God Cares for Me

Exploring God’s love and care for His children

Scripture:

e Genesis 6:5-22—God tells Noah to build an ark.
¢ Genesis 8:1-12—The animals go on the ark and the earth is

flooded.

e Genesis 8:13-21 and 9:8-17—God’s covenant with Noah.

Activity

Summary

ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

Pre-Session Prep

Activity 1:
Construction Zone

Build a smaller version of
Noah’s ark.

You'll need a large box, tape,
crayons, a knife, stuffed ani-
mals, a dol], and a Bible.

Activity 2: Relive life on the ark. Continue with the supplies

Floating Safari from the previous activity.

Activity 3: Discover the real reason for | You'll need a Bible, paper,

The Meaning of Rainbows | rainbows. and markers or crayons.
Main Points:

—God loved and cared for Noah and his family.
—God also took care of the animals.
—God loves and cares about you.

LIFE SLOGAN: “Noah was safe from rain and sea. God cared for him,
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Make it your own
In the space provided below, outline the flow and add any additional ideas
to quide you through the process of conducting this family night.

Persona
NoTEs

B

Prayer & Praise Items
In the space provided below, list any items you wish to pray about or give
praise for during this family night session.

www.HeritageBuilders.com

Journal
In the space provided below, capture a record of what fun or meaningful
things which happened during this family night session.
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WARM-UP

== (Open with Prayer: Begin by having a family member pray,

asking God to help everyone in the family understand more about
Him through this time. After prayer, review your last lesson by ask-
ing these questions:

* What do you remember from our last lesson?

* Do you remember the Life Slogan?

e How have your actions changed because of things we’ve

been learning recently?

Share: We're going to learn about how much God loves us from the
example of a man named Noah.

ACTIVITY I: Construction Zone

Point: God loved and cared for Noah and his family.

Supplies: You'll need a large box, such as a refrigerator
box or a wardrobe box from a moving company, heavy
tape, stuffed animals, a doll, a knife, and markers or
crayons. One of the stuffed animals should be a bird of
some kind. You’ll also need a Bible or a children’s story-
book with the story of Noah in it.

Note: As the Bible account of Noah's story is very long, we suggest you
read it yourself ahead of time, then retell the story in your own words,
using the Bible as a reference to remind you of the main events in the story.
Or use a children’s Bible storybook.

Activity: Before your family time, hide stuffed animals around your
home. If you don’t have many stuffed animals, cut animal shapes
out of construction paper and hide these. Or you could cut out pic-
tures of animals from magazines, mount these on heavier paper, and
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hide them. Be sure to include a bird.

Place a doll that could be Noah inside the large box and tape the
box securely shut. Again, if you don’t have an appropriate doll (a
Ken doll, a GI ]oe, or other male action figure), cut a figure from
- heavy paper and draw on features such as a
. face and clothing.

" When all is ready, bring your family members
nto the room. Don’t explain what the box is or
- what’s in it. Just leave it in the center of the

© room as you begin.

BUILDERS

Share: | want to read you a story from the Bible
- about a man named Noah.

Read the account of Noah from Genesis
6:5-22. This tells of God'’s grief over the

- sin of humanity and His command to Noah

© to build the ark. If you're reading from a chil-

- dren’s storybook, read only this far in the story.

Share: God was very sad at how evil people had become. The only
person left on earth who loved God was Noah. So even though God
was going fo destroy all the people on the earth, He cared about
Noah and wanted Noah to be safe. Now let's use this box to make
our own ark!

Bring out the markers or crayons and let children draw and color
boards, windows, decks, and other features of the ark. Have an adult
use a sharp knife or scissors to cut a few windows and an opening
large enough for the stuffed animals and family members to crawl
through. At this point the children will discover “Noah”!

When the building of the ark is complete, stand back to admire
the work.

Share: God wanted to clean the world of wickedness, but because He
loved Noah, God took care of him.

ACTIVITY 2: Floating Safari

Point: God also took care of the animals.

W4 Supplies: You'll need a Bible or the storybook you're
% already using, plus the animals you’ve already hidden.



al> Read the next portion of the story, from Genesis 7:1-24. If
you're reading from a storybook, read the portion where Noah
and his family and all the animals enter the ark and the rains begin.
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Share: Noah had all those animals on the ark. We’d better find some
animals to put on this ark.

Send your children off to find the hidden
stuffed animals. As they retrieve them, have
them place the animals into the box.
When all the animals (including the
bird) are on board, explain that Noah
and all his family had to get in with the
animals, so you'd all better get in as well.

If your box is big enough, cram every-
one in the family into the box except one
adult. If it’s not large enough, have only the
children squeeze in among the stuffed animals.

While in the box, rock back and forth to pretend
you're riding the waves. The adult outside the box can tap on the box
to make the sound of rain or thunder, and gently rock the children
inside the box.

While you're doing this, talk about what it must have been like
for Noah and his family to be on that ark with all those animals.
What did it smell like? How did they take care of the animals?

Have each family member think of a favorite animal, then let
everyone loudly make the noise of their chosen animal for one
minute. How did Noah and his family live with all that noise?

Finally, pretend that the rain has stopped. i
With everyone still in the ark, have the adult
outside the ark continue reading the account
from the Bible or storybook.

Read Genesis 8:1-12, or the portion of
your storybook telling of the bird being
sent out to look for dry land. siieiats
 prickly the porcu
Have one of the children hold the stuffed these animals all
bird out a window. The adult outside can take ~ What was
the bird and “fly” it around looking for a twig. ~ éntx
Discuss what it meant for the bird to first find i
no place to land, then to bring back a twig, then
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for the bird to not return. (The water hadn’t gone down enough to
find a place to land, then it had gone down enough to find a tree,
then it finally went down far enough that the bird didn’t have to
return to the ark anymore.)

ACTIVITY 3: The Meaning of Rainhows

Point: God loves and cares about you.

Supplies: You'll need a Bible, paper, and crayons or
markers.

Share: Finally, the land was dry and Noah and the animals could get
off the ark.

Activity: Have everyone get out of your box
ark, then read Genesis 8:13-21 and 9:8-17. If
you're reading in a Bible storybook,
complete the story, including God’s
placement of the rainbow in the sky.
Consider these questions:
* What have you learned about S
God from this story? (God loved Noah and took care of him;
wicked people make God sad; God cares about animals too;
God loves us and won’t ever make another flood to destroy
all people.)
* Why did God make rainbows? (To remind Himself and us
of His promise to never destroy all life in a flood again.)

Share: Let's draw pictures of rainbows to remind us that God keeps
His promises.

Use paper and crayons or markers to draw
- colorful rainbows. Have each person place his
- or her rainbow where it can be seen every day

~ for the next week.

- Share: Every time you see your rainbow, or one
~ that another family member has drawn, think
~ about how much God loves you and how He
" takes care of you!



ﬁ WRAP-UP
“= (ather everyone in a circle and have family members take
turns answering this question: What'’s one thing you’ve learned
about God today?

Next, tell kids you’ve got a new “Life Slogan” you’d like to share
with them.

Toor CrEST

Life Slogan: Today’s Life Slogan is this: “Noah was safe from rain and
sea. God cared for him, God cares for me!” Have family members
repeat the slogan two or three times to help them learn it. Then
encourage them to practice saying it during the week so they can
talk about it at your next family night session.

T Close in Prayer: Allow time for each family member to share
prayer concerns and answers to prayer. Then close your time
together with prayer for each concern. Thank God for listening to
and caring about us.
Remember to record your prayer requests so you can refer to
them in the future as you see God answering them.

Additional Resources:
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AFirst Look at God (ages 4-8)

Jesus Loves Little Children (ages 1-3) :
Peel & Play Noah and the Ark (ages 3-8) Rainfall :
Noah & Ark Playset (ages 5-10) Rainfall
S.S. Ark Bath Toy (ages 6 months to 3)
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